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So RY is in Tamaki Makaurau and the RY 
Vision is : 
 
“Acceptance of the diversity of sexuality 
and gender in Aotearoa New Zealand” 
 
And our Mission is : 
 
“To provide unbiased information and 
education regarding sexuality, gender 
and identity to everyone in the 
community, in order to foster 
understanding and acceptance of 
diversity” 
“To provide support, information and 
advocacy services to queer and 
questioning youth, their friends, and 
whānau” 
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* Same/both-sex-attracted students were much more likely to say they 
had drunk alcohol, taken drugs and smoked, but their reports of smoking 
and marijuana use was down on 2001 levels. Only their alcohol use had 

increased slightly. 

     

 

 

 

"Youth '07 launched tomorrow, it's not all gloom and 

doom ya know. Queer young peeps rock," Rainbow Youth 

chairperson Toni Reid 'Twittered' the night before New 

Zealand's biggest-ever insight into the lives of gay/bi 

young people was presented to the public. 
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Risk factors  
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Young 
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ALAC –research 
shows that 
same  sex and 
both sex 
attracted 
women pre-
load and drink 
heavily in the 
privacy of their 
own home. 

Referrals from 
drug and alcohol 
youth support 
services are few 
considering the 
high statistics 
shown by the 
Youth ’07’ 
research.   

Not all queer and trans youth have 
alcohol and drug issues.  Stress from 
discrimination, isolation and the 
pressure to belong  in hetro-
normative society and integrate with 
queer culture can lead to exploring 
excessive drinking or drug use as a 
coping mechanism.. 
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